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• Lao PDR-Thailand join hands to fight human trafficking 
• 81 human-trafficking cases in Japan 2005 
• Tightening Laws in Sri Lanka 
• IOM Seminar on media treatment of human trafficking victims 
• No Red Lights for Trafficking Women to China 
• Forced labour is also ‘trafficking’ 
• Guangxi: In one day railway police uncover four infant trafficking cases 
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Lao PDR-Thailand join hands to fight human trafficking 
February 8, 2006, Matichon Daily, 
On 7 February, the Thai Social Development and Human Security Permanent Secretary and the Lao 
Labour and Social Welfare Permanent Secretary co-chaired the Thai-Lao Committee to fight against 
human trafficking, especially girls and women. Participants also included Lao and Thai representatives 
and international organizations. After the MOU between the two countries was signed in 2005, the two 
governments have made the Plan of Action to Return and Reintegrate trafficked Victims a priority. One 
key concern is that if the second Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge is finished in 2006, it will become a new 
human trafficking route. Currently, it is stated in the Plan of Action that Thailand is to provide a special 
employment scheme for trafficked victims who have been repatriated to Thailand where they can live 
and work legally. 
 
81 human-trafficking cases in Japan 2005 
Whole story: http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20060210b3.html 
February 10, 2006, The Japan Times  
Police in 2005 made arrests in or turned over to prosecutors 81 cases of alleged trafficking of foreign 
women, the National Police Agency (NPA) said. Other groups estimate that thousands of women, 
mostly from poor parts of Asia, are trafficked into Japan every year and forced to work in the sex 
industry. The latest NPA figure, an increase of two from the previous year, is a record high for the 
second straight year since 2001 when the agency began compiling more comprehensive statistics on 
human-trafficking. The number of foreign women allegedly trafficked in the recorded cases totalled 
117, up 40 from the previous year. 
 
Tightening Laws in Sri Lanka 
Whole story: 
http://www.lankabusinessonline.com/new_full_story.php?subcatcode=11&catname=Law&newscode=
527732169 
February 8, 2006, Lanka Business Online, 
Sri Lanka is now tinkering with its penal code to strengthen laws against human 
trafficking. Trafficking came into Sri Lanka's penal code in a 1995 amendment but its definition is too 
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limited for effective legal action. "So prosecutions were conducted by linking to other offences and not 
filed as trafficking," said a legal consultant for the International Organisation for Migration (IOM). The 
IOM says weak legal backing is another reason for poor data on the extent of trafficking - since 
trafficking is not identified and recorded as trafficking, the official records do not show even the 
number of uncovered cases. The changes will also help implement the UN convention against 
trafficking in persons that Sri Lanka has signed but is yet to ratify.  
 
IOM Seminar on media treatment of human trafficking victims 
Whole story:  
http://www.makfax.com.mk/look/agencija/article.tpl?IdLanguage=1&IdPublication=1&NrArticle=172
67&NrIssue=378&NrSection=600 
February 13, 2006, Makfax 
The victims of the human trafficking and their treatment in the media were in the focus of discussions 
at the two-day seminar set up by the International Organization for Migration. The seminar was aimed 
at instructing the representatives of the Macedonian media on correct attitude toward the human 
trafficking victims, and at instigating the investigative journalism on this subject. The terminology used 
in initial media reports was rather abusive, triggering, as seminar's organizers put it "mental trauma to 
victims and creating a distorted picture, which does not correspond with reality". Representatives of 
almost all Macedonian media attended the seminar, at which activities of the local TV stations in terms 
of covering this issue were emphasized.  
 
No Red Lights for Trafficking Women to China 
Whole story: http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=32113  
February 10, 2006, IPS 
Searching Nguyen Thi Hien's house in the northern province of Lai Chaau, last November, police 
discovered a diary in which she had meticulously recorded the names of 142 Vietnamese women that 
she had sold into sexual slavery in China. Hien was caught after two young girls from Quang Ninh 
province charged her with luring them to China, on promises of employment, and then selling them to a 
brothel. Unfortunately for Hien, the girls escaped and managed to make their way back home. Hien 
confessed to Lai Chaau police that she was part of a gang that trafficked young women to China. 
 
Forced labour is also ‘trafficking’ 
Whole story: http://news.sohu.com/20060209/n241751738.shtml  
February 9, 2006, Sohu 
In order to safeguard the safer migration over the spring festival period of migrating women and 
children, the Guangzhou Railway Police and the Yuexiu government launched a project to prevent and 
combat trafficking under the guidance of the Guangdong Steering Committee of the ILO CP-TING 
Project. According to a representative of the ILO CP-TING project, the current conception of 
‘trafficking’ is different from the traditional understanding of trafficking, as is it for the purpose of 
‘labour exploitation’ which encompasses forced labour and forced prostitution and is not just abduction 
for wives or sons.  
 
Guangxi: In one day railway police uncover four infant trafficking cases 
Whole story: http://www.gx.xinhuanet.com/newscenter/2006-02/08/content_6197328.htm 
February 8th, 2006, Xinhua-Guangxi  
On February 8th the railway police smashed three infant trafficking syndicates, apprehended seven 
suspects, and rescued four infants. A detachment of the Railway Police in Nanning (Guangxi) Railway 
Station who were on patrol were suspicious on observing a group of two middle-aged men and three 
middle-aged women who were carrying three female infants. Suspecting that it was a trafficking case, 
the five suspects were detained for questioning. During questioning, three of them confessed that two 
of the infants were each purchased for 1,500RMB the previous day from villagers in Tianyang County 
(Guangxi), and they had intended to sell them in Hebei. The other two suspects confessed to buying 
one female infant in Malipo County (Yunnan) for 400RMB and had intended to sell her in Shandong. 
Later, the railway police uncovered another infant trafficking case on a train bound for Beijing. The 
infants from Guangxi were going to be sold in Henan.  
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For more information about other UNIAP trafficking news digests, please contact the following: 
UNIAP Regional news digest:       melissa.stewart@un.or.th  
UNIAP Cambodia news digest:     kristy.fleming@undp.org 
UNIAP China news digest: uniap.china@gmail.com  
UNIAP Lao news digest:               phadsada.chanthavong@undp.org  
UNIAP Myanmar news digest:      ayhtut.uniapmm@undp.org  
UNIAP Thailand news digest:       uniap_thai@un.or.th 
UNIAP Vietnam news digest:        uniapvietnam@vnn.vn  
 
If you have been sent this News E-Digest by a colleague and would like to subscribe, send an email 
with the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line to uniap.china@gmail.com. If you do not wish to receive 
further messages from UNIAP China Team, please notify us by replying to this message and typing 
"unsubscribe" in the subject line. 
 
Previous editions of UNIAP China News E-Digest can be found on the China Children’s Information 
Website: http://www.cinfo.org.cn/UNIAP/uniap-index.htm  
 
UNIAP China Office 
Address: Room 1116, No. 28 Donghouxiang, Andingmenwai,  
Beijing 100011, P.R. China 
Tel:  (+ 86 10) 6420 3307, 6420 1671  
Fax: (+ 86 10) 6420 3115 
Email (general): wan-uniap@sohu.com 
Email (news digest): uniap.china@gmail.com  
Website: www.no-trafficking.org  
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