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3rd January, 2006 

 
 

• U.S. passes bill to strengthen law, investigation, prosecution to combat human 
trafficking  

• Nepal to study impact of conflict on children 
• Traffickers Target Northern Tajikistan 
• Helping Viet Nam to Design Missing Link of Vital Transport Corridor from China 
• China amends criminal law 
• Yunnan and Anyang Police work together to rescue seven trafficked Yunnan children  
• A trafficked Vietnamese woman rescued and returned home 
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U.S. passes bill to strengthen law, investigation, prosecution to combat human trafficking 
Whole story: http://www.wnd.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=48043 
December 23rd, 2005, WorldNetDaily.com  
The Senate overwhelmingly passed a bill that strengthens the current human trafficking law in the U.S. 
and authorizes new funds for investigation and prosecution of domestic trafficking within the United 
States. The measure which provides $361 million over the next two years to combat trafficking is 
expected to be signed by President Bush. This bill reauthorizes and expands appropriations for anti-
trafficking programs in the U.S. and abroad. For the first time, programs geared toward reducing the 
demand for commercial sex in the U.S. and preventing human trafficking of U.S. citizens within the 
country's borders are authorized. It also authorizes a grants program for non-governmental organization 
victim service providers, establishes programs for long-term residential rehabilitation facilities and 
promotes access to information about federally funded services for victims.   
 
Nepal to study impact of conflict on children 
Whole story: http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/SODA-6KB78R?OpenDocument 
December 22nd, 2005, Reliefweb (from Xinhua News Agency) 
The Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare and the International Labor Organization are set 
to conduct a research on the effect of conflict on children by assessing the modality of external and 
internal trafficking and migration of children from nine major transit points of Nepal. "Information on 
trafficking and exploitative working condition of children, the number and ratio of trafficked and 
migrated children and the scenario of trafficking and migration from the major transit points will reveal 
the status of children in these regions and help the ministry to formulate future programs as per the 
need," spokesperson for the ministry Shyam Sundar Sharma said. Displacement of children due to 
conflict could lead to trafficking into the worst forms of child labour including sexual exploitation and 
other forms of economic exploitation.  
 
Traffickers Target Northern Tajikistan 



 2 

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=rca&s=f&o=258739&apc_state=henh 
December 17th, 2005, Institute for War and Peace Reporting 
Human trafficking is a growing problem in Tajikistan, with the country’s northern region most affected 
by this lucrative form of modern-day slavery. Experts say the traffickers are channelling Tajik women 
to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), through the Kyrgyz city of Osh. This route is popular, they say, 
because the geography makes it a relatively easy trip, and the lack of visa requirements means that 
trafficked women blend in with the crowds of traders crossing the border. Police say porous borders 
and lack of cooperation between governments are combining to hamper efforts to combat human 
trafficking. The police complain that their investigations are restricted by the lack of cross-border 
cooperation on combating this lucrative trade. “Sixteen suspects are put on the wanted list, but they are 
generally in UAE, where they are not arrested and extradited because there is no bilateral agreement on 
this,” said a regional prosecutor in Tajikstan.  
 
Helping Viet Nam to Design Missing Link of Vital Transport Corridor from China 
Whole story: http://www.adb.org/Media/Articles/2005/9024_Viet_Nam_transport/default.asp 
December 20th, 2005, Press Release - Asian Development Bank 
The Asian Development Bank is assisting Viet Nam in the preparation of a high priority link in a 
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) transport corridor project, through a technical assistance loan of 
US$6 million. The loan will help design and plan the Noi Bai-Lao Cai segment of a transport corridor 
connecting Kunming in Yunnan Province, the People's Republic of China (PRC), to Haiphong port 
near Hanoi in Viet Nam. As many ethnic minority groups live in the Yen Bai and Lao Cai provinces, 
mostly below the poverty line due to poor accessibility caused by poor road infrastructure, ethnic 
minority development plans will be undertaken, while an HIV/AIDS component will be built in to 
ensure that these people are not subject to increased risk of sexually transmitted infections and human 
trafficking because of the roads and construction. 
 
China amends criminal law 
Whole story: http://english.cctv.com/english/20051226/101684.shtml 
December 26th, 2005, CCTV, China 
A draft amendment to China's Criminal Law has been submitted to the ongoing session of China's top 
legislature, the National People's Congress Standing Committee. The draft amendment covers 
seventeen areas. The session of the NPC Standing Committee is also looking at amendments to 
intensify its crackdown on gender selections. The proposal states that anyone who helps others, or 
provides services for the purposes of selecting the gender of babies will be fined and sentenced to up to 
three years in prison. Also, those who deceive, force or seduce children under fourteen years old to beg 
will face up to seven years in jail.   
 
Yunnan and Anyang Police work together to rescue seven trafficked Yunnan children 
Whole story: http://www.ha.xinhuanet.com/add/meiti/2005-12/26/content_5895289.htm 
December 29th, 2005, Xinhua- Henan 
The Anyang City Police Criminal Investigation Office recently received a letter of appreciation from 
the Zhaotong City Police in Yunnan Province, thanking them for the hard work of their policemen in 
the rescue of trafficked children. These rescued seven children have already been reunited with their 
parents. From October 2004 to June 2005 there was a series of cases with over ten children abducted in 
Zhaotong City in Yunnan Province.  
 
A trafficked Vietnamese woman rescued and returned home 
Whole story: http://www.xhby.net/xhby/content/2005-12/29/content_1089451.htm 
December 29th, 2005, Xinhua Paper 
On the evening of November 22nd, a woman arrived at the Jiangyan Police Bureau and gestured that 
she needed assistance. Through the assistance of a Vietnamese translator, that evening the police learnt: 
that this woman was called Yuan and was 30 years old, and had accompanied a woman called 
‘Xiangxiang’ who several years previously had got married in Binhai County in Jiangsu Province. In 
August of this year, when Xiangxiang returned home to visit her family, she told Yuan: “The life of the 
villagers in China is pretty good and there is work available. You should accompany me, earn some 
money, and then return home.” Yuan accompanied Xiangxiang back to China through the Dongxing 
City border crossing in Guangxi. Afterwards, Xiangxiang took Yuan to a village in Binhai County, and 
sold her as a wife to a villager called Shi. Shi’s family was extremely poor, and after Yuan realised the 
situation she was in wanted to return home. However Shi told her that he had just spent 1,207RMB to 
buy her, and that she could not leave. Yuan eventually found an opportunity to call the Chinese police.  
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For more information about other UNIAP trafficking news digests, please contact the following: 
UNIAP Regional news digest:      melissa.stewart@un.or.th  
UNIAP Cambodia news digest:    kristy.fleming@undp.org 
UNIAP Lao news digest:              phadsada.chanthavong@undp.org  
UNIAP Myanmar news digest:     ayhtut.uniapmm@undp.org  
UNIAP Thailand news digest:      orawan.raweekoon@un.or.th 
UNIAP Vietnam news digest:       uniapvietnam@vnn.vn  
 
If you have been sent this News E-Digest by a colleague and would like to subscribe, send an email 
with the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line to uniap.china@gmail.com. If you do not wish to receive 
further messages from UNIAP China Team, please notify us by replying to this message and typing 
"unsubscribe" in the subject line. 
 
Previous editions of UNIAP China News E-Digest can be found on the China Children’s Information 
Website: http://www.cinfo.org.cn/UNIAP/uniap-index.htm  
 
UNIAP China Office 
Address: Room 1116, No. 28 Donghouxiang, Andingmenwai,  
Beijing 100011, P.R. China 
Tel:  (+ 86 10) 6420 3307, 6420 1671  
Fax: (+ 86 10) 6420 3115 
Email (general): wan-uniap@sohu.com 
Email (news digest): uniap.china@gmail.com  
Website: www.no-trafficking.org  
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