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Article in Brief

The Regulations of the Law Which Safeguards the Rights of Chinese Women Needs
Further Improvement
Full text: http://www. zibosky. com/guonei/2007-3-28/NA525012. htm

Xinhua Online, Haikou, 28t March: On the 28" the secretary of the secretariat of the All
China Women'’s Federation, Wang Naikun pointed out that at present the regulations of the
law which safeguards the rights of Chinese women needs further improvement. In practice
the law has still not given women comprehensive rights, the entire society is built on respect
and using legal awareness to safeguard women'’s rights, therefore disseminating gender
awareness information is still necessary every day. On the 28" Wang Naikun of the China
Women'’s Federation and the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission
held the Women’s Rights, Sociality and Gender High-Level Development Course which
promulgated the afore-mentioned standpoint. She said, in recent years in relation to aspects
of safeguarding the rights and interests of women and children in China great progress has
been achieved, but along with the changes in the economic system and social construction
some new problems have arisen with the safeguarding of the rights and interests of women
and children.

She cited some prominent phenomena in the field of violating the legal rights of women
and children: for instance where the number of women participating in the government is low,
jobs are very difficult, there is an imbalance in the genders of newborn babies, women and
children are trafficked, there exists domestic violence and other such problems.

Wang Naikun focused particularly on: “rural women who have lost their land, women who
have gone to work in the cities, women who have been made redundant, single mothers,
elderly women and women who look after migrant, homeless and orphaned children etc.



http://www.zibosky.com/guonei/2007-3-28/NA525012.htm

these particular groups demand special concern for their rights and interests, it is also
necessary to give them additional help.
we need to continue improving the work to safeguard women'’s rights at every level of the

We want to solve the aforementioned problems, so

national mechanism, as well as further developing the function of existing mechanisms which
safeguard human rights and uniting society’s forces to work collaboratively to expand the
work to safeguard human rights. Wang Naikun said, at the same time it is necessary to draw
on the successful experiences of other countries’ legal systems.

It is understood that at the end of 2001 the All China Women'’s Federation launched the
National Coordinating Group for Safeguarding the Rights of Women and Children, and at the
end of 2004 19 units became members of the Coordinating Group. Up to now, throughout
China’s 29 cities coordinating groups and joint conferences have been established to
safeguard women’s rights, the number of coordinating organisations above county level which
safeguard women’s rights has reached 2,600, a comprehensive coordinating system for the
safeguarding of women'’s rights has been formed.

Science and Technology Cause Trafficking Activity
Full text: http://www.yibin.gov.cn/city

Yibin City’'s Government Website, 12" March: Reporters have learnt from Yibin City’s
criminal police force that Yibin City is going to further utilise the country’s relevant information

systems, which are actively contributing to the growth of “trafficking on the internet” to combat
the criminal action of trafficking in women and children.

According to the explanation given by the city’s criminal police force, for the next three
months Yibin City will carry out a specialist trafficking project, the circumstances of cases
involving trafficked girls and girls who have disappeared since 2004 will be fully investigated
and registered, details of the cases will be thoroughly sought out. They will pay particular
attention to investigative work of cases or reports involving children who have disappeared
and will immmediately develop in-depth and detailed investigations.

A sample of blood will be taken from the mother and father of children under the age of
14 who have disappeared for 24 hours and also fulfil the conditions for putting a trafficking
case on file for investigation and prosecution, samples will also be taken from parents of
children whose whereabouts are unknown for three days, it will then be sent to the city's
investigative branch within three days where a DNA test will be carried out on the sample. The
city’s Public Security Bureau has established a “databank for the DNA of parents of trafficked
or missing children” this will be the basis for screening the identity of people and combating
this problem as well as providing a solid legal basis. On this basis, scientific and technological
methods are fully implemented and the internet is developed for trafficking, a National
Personnel Information System, a National Fingerprinting Remote Enquiry System, a National
Criminal Offence DNA Database System have also been developed and operationalized, they
will provide information for trafficking women and children, means for careful examination,
provide clues and it will be used to link cases.

Public Security Bureau personnel who successfully uncover clues to cases of trafficking
in women and children will be immediately rewarded, in addition to this every social group will
be actively mobilized and the enthusiasm of the masses for participating in special projects
will be aroused.


http://www.yibin.gov.cn/city

Website Enlists “Hunters” Who Will Be Rewarded, Plans Have Been Drawn Up to
Establish a Nationwide Search Network
Full text: http://news.hebei.com.cn/node2/xinwen/shehui/

The Great Wall Online, 8" March: Nationwide Recruitment for “hunters” who will be
rewarded: This advert has been placed on a website, this website is a special project which
engages in looking for people who have disappeared. The announcement on the website’s
first page states that many “hunters” are being recruited nationwide in cities and in the
countryside therefore the scope of the search has been broadened and it is now limitless.

The intention is to establish a new mechanism to search for missing people: Reporters
have contacted and interviewed the person in charge of the website, Mr. Li he explained to
the reporters that the aim of this website is to establish an effective and a totally new kind of
mechanism to search for missing people within China.

Mr. Li explained that people who had been trafficked are often taken to remote rural
places, usually these places have little contact with the outside world, this makes the
relatives’ search extremely difficult. However the network has already started to spread
throughout the country, many villagers and local government officials have started to use the
website, therefore it is possible to go through the internet to recruit people who have special
relations in society and are competent in finding people who have disappeared.

For example, recently there was a case of trafficking, a farmer from Fujian discovered
that several unfamiliar children had suddenly appeared in the village, later on the internet he
found a missing persons announcement and the portrait of one of these children. The child’s
parent had made a report, finally these trafficked children were rescued, Mr. Li explained.

According to the information provided on this website, since the website has been
looking for “hunters” (who they reward), three infants have already been successfully rescued
by a “hunter” who was registered on the site.

For example: In Dali, Yunnan a three year old boy surnamed Fan, disappeared in May 2002.
His family found a lead telling them that the child had probably been trafficked to the Huidong
or Chaoshan region in Guangdong, they did their best but they were not successful. Last year
on 29" August, a “hunter” in Guangdong who had registered on the website sent twenty
pictures taken from different angles of one boy and asked people to identify him. After the
relatives had identified him and confirmed that he was a trafficked boy, a lot of effort was
made to rescue the young boy and take him home.

Does the method this website uses have any legal problems? Reporters have consulted
a few legal experts about this problem. They said that there certainly are not any problems
with helping other people to find relatives who have disappeared for a certain reward but it is
necessary not to violate the law during the searching process.

Traffic Prevention Awareness Printed on Playing Cards
Full text: http://news.sohu.com/20070303/n248479002.shtml

Xiaoxiang Morning Post, 3" March 2007, Changsha: “Identity cards and other
documents should not be voluntarily given to other people, it is necessary to give a
photocopy” it is better if workers coming from another place travel in the company of
somebody else”...... looking at the playing cards one can see a safety notice for women who


http://news.hebei.com.cn/node2/xinwen/shehui/
http://news.sohu.com/20070303/n248479002.shtml

have come to the cities for work straight away, Zhang Yanfang from Yiyang, Anhua smiled as
she said this.

Yesterday, Hunan Province’s All China Women'’s Federation and other departments held
a large-scale “Spring Rain Activity” at Changsha Railway Station Plaza, during which
information on trafficking prevention and safeguarding human rights was disseminated. The
province’s Deputy of the Standing Committee of the People’s Congress, Zhou Shichang also
participated in the activity, he gave free advice to the crowd who attended and provided fancy
playing cards.

Now is the peak period for workers to migrate to Hunan'’s cities. According to statistics
from Hunan’s Labour and Social Security Department, in 2006 in Hunan a total of 1,003,023
workers went to work in the cities, females accounted for more than 40% of the total.

“In these big armies of workers there are some girls and young women who due to the
way they have haphazardly migrated are trafficked and fall into exploitative, forced labour and
slave like working conditions, their human rights as well as their labour rights are seriously
violated.” The person in charge of the province’s All China Women'’s Federation’s work on this
matter said, in recent years the number of cases of traffickihg women for marriage has
decreased, yet the number of cases of workers being trafficked into the sexual services
industry or exploitative labour has increased
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For more information about other UNIAP trafficking news digests, please contact the following:

UNIAP Regional news digest: melissa.stewart@un.or.th

UNIAP Cambodia news digest: kristy.fleming@undp.org

UNIAP China news digest: uniapchina@yahoo.com.cn
UNIAP Lao news digest: phadsada.chanthavong@undp.org
UNIAP Myanmar news digest: ayhtut.uniapmm@undp.org
UNIAP Thailand news digest: uniap_thai@un.or.th

UNIAP Vietnam news digest: uniapvietnam@vnn.vn

Publication of the information herein does not constitute an official endorsement or approval by the
United Nations Inter-Agency Project against Human Trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub
Region China. The views, opinions, and validity of information expressed are solely the

responsibility of the original source.

If you have been sent this News E-Digest by a colleague and would like to subscribe, send an email
with the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line to uniapchina@yahoo.com.cn. If you do not wish to
receive further messages from UNIAP China Team, please notify us by replying to this message

and typing "unsubscribe" in the subject line.

Previous editions of UNIAP China News E-Digest can be found in our Website:
http://uniap.law.pku.edu.cn

UNIAP China Office

Address: Room 210, Building 4, No. 28 Donghouxiang, Andingmenwai,
Beijing 100011, P.R. China

Tel: (+ 86 10) 6420 3307, 6420 1671

Fax: (+ 86 10) 6420 3115

Email (general): uniapchina@yahoo.com.cn

Website: http://uniap.law.pku.edu.cn , and www.no-trafficking.org
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