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Article in Brief
Preventing Trafficking Starts with Children
Henan Province Holds an Anti-Trafficking Forum
Source: http://news.sina.com.cn/o/2007-07-07/054112160346s.shtml

Dahe Online-Henan Daily, 7" July 2007: From 2™ to 5" July, the Provincial Women’s
Federation and the Henan Project Office of the International Labour Organisation’s Project to
Prevent Trafficking in Girls and Young Women for Labour Exploitation within China
(CP-TING Project), hosted the Henan Provincial Children’s Anti-Trafficking Forum, held in
Zhengzhou. Experts from the All-China Women’s Federation and the International Labour
Organisation, those responsible from the relevant provincial government department, as well
as thirty child representatives from Henan participated in the forum, entitled Preventing
Trafficking Starts with Children.

The forum was made up of a variety of different types of activities, the thirty children
were represented through a photography exhibition, recitals, panel discussions, dance,
situational comedies, etc. The difficult survival conditions for children who are left at home
whilst their parents migrate to the cities, as well as those of children who are trafficked were
reproduced. Child representative groups discussed preventing trafficking, staying away from
AIDS and drugs, preventing minors from committing crimes, protecting children and other
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such focal issues. They also made suggestions regarding the establishment of child protection
mechanisms etc. This is the first time that a Children’s Forum has been held in Henan.

In a written proposal, the child representatives hoped that schools would increase the
number of anti-trafficking lessons which are given, that the media would report more
information on anti-trafficking and that the people’s anti-trafficking awareness would be
improved. Regarding children who are left at home whist their parents migrate to the city for
work, the children called for the whole of society to help these children, they suggested that
the government significantly invest in rural projects, and that parents work near to the home
so that they can also concentrate on their children’s development. Regarding gender
discrimination, the children hoped that the government and society would pay more attention
to girls, and strengthen law enforcement to safeguard the rights and interests of girls.
Regarding negative effects of the internet on children, the children called for all children to
make a common effort to reject the internet’s harmful messages.

35 Chinese Cities Sign a Joint Agreement to Help to Safeguard the Rights of Rural
Workers in Unfamiliar Places
Source: http://www.zgnmg.org/zhi/jdxw/index.asp?id=177

Legal Evening News, 5 July 2007: Yesterday a meeting concerning the National Intercity
Legal Aid Working Agreement was convened in Chongging. Judicial representatives from 35
cities jointly signed the Chongging Agreement. The agreement made stipulations for workers
migrating to cities which had signed the agreement and as a result would be incorporated into
their legal aid system. This is the first time a national legal aid campaign which prioritizes the
safeguarding of the rights of rural workers, has been launched on such a large scale. After the
Chongging Agreement was signed, legal aid mechanisms in 35 cities will entrust each other
with conducting investigations and collecting evidence as well as recognising each other’s
working letters, references, legal documents, etc.

The Standing Committee of the People’s Congress Pays Attention to Issues Concerning
the Education of the Children of Rural Migrant Workers as well as Those of Children
Who Are Left at Home Whilst Their Parents Migrate to the Towns for Work
Source: http://www.zgnmg.org/zhi/jdxw/index.asp?id=177

Xinhua News Agency, 28 June 2007: The education of the children of migrant workers
who follow their parents to the cities, as well as those of children who stay at home whilst
their parents go and work in the cities is one of the problems of socialization. Therefore, the
Standing Committee of the People’s Congress has suggested that the State Council organises
the relevant departments and local governments, so that they can formulate a solution which
will allow these children and children of the same age to have equal access to compulsory
education. On the 28" the vice-chairman of the Standing Committee of the People’s Congress,
Lu Yongxiang reported to the State Council on the inspections of the enforcement of the
Compulsory Education Law. According to estimates from the relevant departments, China has
approximately 1.5 hundred million migrant workers, approximately 6 million children of
these workers have been taken to the cities, there are also another 22 million children who
have been left at home. All of these children make up about 17% of the total number of
children who should be receiving compulsory education. Lu Yongxiang said that, with regards
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to the compulsory education of the children who have followed their parents to the cities,
although it has already been ascertained that public elementary and middle schools in the
destination areas are the priority, with regards to numbers, public schools can still not fulfil
the demand. Moreover, there also exist some problems with the funding of private schools for
children of migrant workers, some cities have a rather large number of unapproved schools,
the running of these schools is rather poor and the quality of education and teaching is bad.
Due to the lack of regular care from their parents and home education, there exist some
problems which need urgent attention concerning the children of migrants who are left at
home in rural areas, for example problems with their guardianship and healthy development.
“Migrant workers and city dwellers are the same, they are all part of the city’s civilisation and
wealth creators, they have equal access to public services” Lu Yongxiang said. Lu Yongxiang
mentioned that when governments in destination areas establish socialism and a harmonious
society and promote urbanisation, they should try their best to take on responsibility and
increase investment. At the same time, the governments in areas of origin should also improve
the monitoring and supervision of the education of children who migrate. Regarding children
who stay at home whilst their parents migrate to the cities, Lu Yongxiang said that it is
important that the government and schools adopt measures to promptly solve their problems
and difficulties relating to the children’s way of thinking, studying, livelihood etc. In addition,
the whole society must be called upon to actively participate in the investigation and
establishment of a mechanism to care for rural children who have been left at home.

Children Sign Up to Host Nanjing’s First Children’s Anti-Trafficking Forum
Source: http://www.chinanews.com.cn/sh/news/2007/07-05/971909.shtml

China News Online, 5 July 2007: The Jiangsu Province Anti-Trafficking Children’s
Forum, which the children have signed up for themselves and will chair themselves, solemnly
opened today in Nanjing. Thirty children from each of the CP-Ting Project’s trial cities, who
voluntarily registered and were then voted for, will act as representatives at the forum.

Thirty children sat around five small, square desks launched the forum, through telling
stories, rhythmic story-telling, acting out sketches, etc. reporting their own anti-trafficking
knowledge, simultaneously bringing up issues as they see them through their own eyes.
Jiangsu Province’s Anti-Trafficking Children’s Forum which was held in Nanjing, is a
preparation for the national level children’s forum.
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Coming Up Activities
The Mekong Women's Forum
Leading women from across the GMS unite to intensify action against human trafficking,
discrimination and labour/sexual exploitation

July 12 - 13, 2007
Hanoi, Viet Nam

Ha Noi, Viet Nam: (ILO News) - Women activists from across the Greater Mekong
Sub-region are gathering in Viet Nam this week to intensify their efforts in combating human
trafficking and the related discrimination, labour and sexual exploitation endured by thousands
of young women across the sub-region.

Hosted by the Viet Nam Women's Union, and supported by the International Labour
Organization, The Mekong Women's Forum will attract up to 100 participants and observers to
the two-day event in Hanoi, 12-13 July, 2007.

The Forum will be opened by the Ms. Ha Thi Kiet, President of the Viet Nam Women's
Union and Ms. Sachiko Yamamoto, the ILO's Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific. Dr
Saisuree Chutikul, distinguished member of the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination of Women and a recognised expert on human trafficking in the GMS will
keynote the forum.

The Forum, with its theme "Women's Solidarity & Empowerment in Action against
Human Trafficking and Discrimination” will provide an opportunity for women's
organizations from across the GMS to showcase the work they are already doing to prevent
trafficking of women andchildren and help those who have already been victimized by the
related sexual and labour exploitation that results.

From the establishment of migrant women's homes in China, to village savings-and-loan
schemes in Lao PDR, awareness-raising in rural Viet Nam, to name but a few, these Women's
Unions and organizations are arming young women with the information they need to avoid
discrimination and the trafficking and migration-related exploitation. Some of these projects
will be on display and interviews with key participants can be arranged upon request.

Among those attending the Mekong Women's Forum will be high-level representatives
from Government - including senior officials involved in the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial
Initiative against Trafficking in the GMS (COMMIT) - as well as delegates from Workers' and
Employers'

Organizations from five countries: Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam.

You or your representatives are cordially invited to attend the Mekong Women's Forum,
beginning at 08:00 am, Thursday 12 July, at the Center for Women and Development (CWD),
20 Thuy Khue, Tay Ho, Ha Noi, Viet Nam.

For further information, please contact:
Ms. Duong Thi Xuan

Head of IEC Section

Viet Nam Women's Union



39 Hang Chuoi Street,

Ha Noi, Viet Nam

Tel. (84-4) 9719916

Fax: (84-4) 9722313

E-mail : xuan_iec@yahoo.com

Mr. Allan Dow

Communications Officer

ILO Mekong Sub-regional Project to Combat
Trafficking in Children and Women

United Nations Building, 10th Floor, Block B
Rajadamnern Nok Avenue,

Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Tel: (66-2) 288 2057

Mob: (66-8) 9891 5003

E-mail: dow@ilo.org
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For more information about other UNIAP trafficking news digests, please contact the
following:
UNIAP Regional news digest: melissa.stewart@un.or.th
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UNIAP Cambodia news digest: kristy.fleming@undp.org

UNIAP China news digest: uniapchina@yahoo.com.cn
UNIAP Lao news digest: phadsada.chanthavong@undp.org
UNIAP Myanmar news digest: ayhtut.uniapmm@undp.org
UNIAP Thailand news digest: uniap_thai@un.or.th

UNIAP Vietnam news digest: uniapvietham@vnn.vn

Publication of the information herein does not constitute an official endorsement or approval
by the United Nations Inter-Agency Project against Human Trafficking in the Greater
Mekong Sub Region China. The views, opinions, and validity of information expressed are
solely the responsibility of the original source.

If you have been sent this News E-Digest by a colleague and would like to subscribe, send an
email with the word ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line to uniapchina.feng@gmail.com. If you do
not wish to receive further messages from UNIAP China Team, please notify us by replying
to this message and typing "unsubscribe” in the subject line.

Previous editions of UNIAP China News E-Digest can be found in our Website:
http://uniap.law.pku.edu.cn

UNIAP China Office

Address: Room 210, Building 4, No. 28 Donghouxiang, Andingmenwai,
Beijing 100011, P.R. China

Tel: (+ 86 10) 6420 3307, 6420 1671

Fax: (+ 86 10) 6420 3115

Email (general): uniapchina@yahoo.com.cn

Website: http://uniap.law.pku.edu.cn , and www.no-trafficking.org
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